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Shobdon Parish Council Meeting June 2018 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 25th June 2018 at 7.45pm in the village hall 

Attendance:  Mr W Stokes, Mr S Macdonald, Mr R Bowen, Mr J Miles, Mrs A Walker, Mrs A 
Boxhall, Mr C Jaques, Parish Clerk Ms E Lewis,  

5 Parishioners were present      
 
Public Time:  The problems of speeding through the village were raised. The Parish Council is 

deploying the Speed Indictor Device across its 3 locations and is in regular contact with 

the police about the problems, with a recent speed check having been carried out. It 

was noted that with the planned road resurfacing, it may be that speeding problems 

increase. The benches on Hanbury Green were raised and noted that these are due for 

repair in the next week. The trees by the path on Moor Meadow were raised, as these 

are overhanging and making access difficult. The Clerk will ask for them to be cut back. 

The status of the pedestrian crossing was raised, and it was confirmed that this will be 

reinstated as part of the road resurfacing. The Parish Council has asked that the 

remaining s106 money available to the village be used to put in the infrastructure for 

the potential upgrade to a pelican crossing. The cost of a total upgrade to a pelican 

crossing is likely to be another £30-40,000, and it will be a longer-term project to raise 

funds for this. If the groundwork is done as part of the resurfacing, it will make any 

future work easier and hopefully less costly. The difficulty of pedestrians with any 

mobility issues crossing the pavement cobbles outside the pub was raised. The building 

is grade 2 listed, and it is likely the cobbles are included in the listing and therefore 

difficult to get any changes made. The Clerk will look into the matter (Action EL) The 

role of the Parish clerk in community resilience planning was raised, and this will be 

investigated (Action EL).  

 

1.     Apologies for absence: Apologies were received from Roger Phillips and PCSO Steph Annette. 
2.     Minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2018: The minutes were agreed and signed as a 

correct record.  
3.     Declarations of interest and written requests for dispensation: Chris Jaques made a 

declaration of non-pecuniary interest in item 11.3 and signed the book accordingly.  
4.     Report by Ward Councillor Roger Phillips: Councillor Phillips had circulated an email update. 

He had attended a meeting with the Chair and Clerk on the 23rd June to discuss various issues, 
and these items will be dealt with as they appear on the agenda.   

5.     Report by West Mercia representative: Two of the areas PCSOs had attended the 
Neighbourhood watch meeting on the 19th June and no local issues had been reported. The 
PACT surgeries at the shop will be resuming in the next few months.  

6.     Finance  
6.1  Financial statement: The financial statement was agreed. The Lloyds current account has a 

balance of £34,407.94 and the Santander High Interest account has a balance of £74,374.93 
6.2  Cheques: Cheques were signed as follows: Gill Vaughan (internal audit) £150.00, Glasdon (grit 

bin) £177.82, Clerk wages £428.71.  
6.3  Finance working group notes: The notes from the finance working group held on the 11th June 

were noted. 
6.4  Reserves plan: The reserves plan has been updated following the final year end report for 

2017/18 and the revised plan was agreed.  
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6.5  Additional costs associated with purchase of land behind the Grove: Stonewater Housing 
Association have confirmed that they will not proceed unless the Parish Council underwrites 
their legal and administrative costs. It was estimated that these costs, combined with the parish 
council’s own legal costs and the costs in installing some fencing and a path through the field 
were likely to be in the region of £3,500 and it was agreed to move forward with the purchase 
of the land on this basis. It was confirmed that the Parish Council have sufficient funds in its 
reserves to provide for the purchase. Annual maintenance costs are likely to be a maximum of 
£1000 per annum, and quotes will be obtained for mowing of the land.  

7.     Planning 
7.1  Update on any planning issues:  

Land Behind New Cottages 
It was noted that work on the site behind New Cottages has started, even though the planning 
conditions have not yet been discharged, and a large quantity of topsoil from the site has been 
placed in the field behind Roseville Terrace. Councillor Phillips visited the site, with the Chair 
and Clerk, and will contact the planning department at Herefordshire Council to discuss the 
issues with them. It was agreed to make contact with Harpers, who are developing the site, to 
see if they can provide updates on the building work to keep local residents informed. (Action 
JM, EL) 
Resurfacing of B4362 
The resurfacing of the B4362 from the bus shelter to the pub will take place in late August. 
Herefordshire council are still liaising with BT to ensure the repositioning of BTs pipe (on the 
bridge) before any resurfacing is undertaken in the area. The current pedestrian crossing will be 
reinstated but the resurfacing offers the opportunity to install the infrastructure for the 
potential upgrade to a pelican crossing. It was agreed that Herefordshire Council be asked to 
use the remaining s106 money available to the village for the purpose of installing this 
infrastructure. The additional works to install a signalised pedestrian crossing are likely to cost 
in the region of an additional £30,000.  

8. Standing Orders: The national template for standing orders have been revised following 
changes relating to people being allowed to report at council meetings , amendments to the 
local government act which now formalises that agendas can be issued electronically and need 
to be published on a website, the requirement for Parish Councils to publish certain information 
electronically, changes to some financial regulations relating to contracts and changes relating 
to the new Data Protection legislation. The revised standing orders were agreed.  

9. Data Protection Act 
9.1  Privacy Notice: The Privacy Notice was agreed.  
9.2  Data Subject Access Policy: The Policy was agreed.  
9.3  Publication scheme: The scheme was agreed. It was noted that the only document listed in the 

scheme that was not already on the website was the assets list, and the Clerk will add this to 
the website (Action EL)  

10. Information, Consultation and Response 
10.1  Renewal of Parish Council small lotteries registration:  It was agreed to renew the license at a 

cost of £20.00.  
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11.   Updates and action 
11.1  Playground working group (including consideration of quotes for new playground fencing): 

The 2 quotes for new fencing are based on different types of fence and it was agreed to ask for 
requotes on the basis of the same fencing; these will then be considered at the next meeting. 
The Leader fund have indicated that the outcome of the playground bid will not be known until 
the end of July/beginning of August, which means that it is unlikely that the playground will be 
installed during the summer. The work on the footpath from the playground into Bar Meadow 
needs to be undertaken first, and it was noted that Stonewater have confirmed their approval 
for work to proceed. The trustees of the Village Trust are meeting to confirm their consent for 
work.    

11.2  Lengthsman and PROW: It was agreed to ask the lengthsman to cut back the foliage behind the 
cider press. The roundels to name the footpath after the fallen from World War 1 need to be 
ordered, and the Clerk will check the supplier details from the Eardisland Memorial Walks 
project and get a quote for the plaques. (Action EL) 

11.3  Footpath Bridge: The draft contracts for the transfer of land to the Parish Council have been 
received but there needs to be a slight alteration to the land registry map for the Jaques parcel 
of land. It was agreed that the Parish Chair could sign the contracts once this alteration has been 
made. Once the land has been transferred, planning permission and land drainage board 
permission for the bridge can be applied for.  

11.4  Cycle Path: It was agreed to send a letter to all residents of the Birches to update them about 
the purchase of the strip of land between the MUGA and the Birches and to ask that all cars are 
removed from the site in preparation for the land to be tidied up by the lengthsman. It was also 
agreed to put interim fencing on the land until permanent fencing is installed.  

11.5  NDP: The regulation 14 consultation ends on the 5th July 2018 after which all comments received 
will be reviewed and the plan revised as appropriate. 

11.6  Neighbourhood Watch: A meeting of the neighbourhood watch was held on the 19th June, with 
a new co-ordinator Lucy Sockett in place.  The group are planning to sign up to the national 
neighbourhood watch scheme, which enables the group to access information on local concerns 
and crime alerts and circulate these quickly around the village via social media. Individual 
residents can also sign up to the scheme, and it was agreed that a letter about this could be 
included as an insert in the parish newsletter.  

11.7  Parish Newsletter: Articles are still being chased for the summer edition of the newsletter, with 
the 7th July being the deadline. This will be the last edition that Joe Hedges will work on, and 
thanks were extended to him for all his work on the newsletters over the past years. A 
questionnaire on the future of the newsletter is being included in the summer edition, and once 
the results from this are available a decision will be taken on how to move forward. 

12.  Items for the next agenda: No items were raised.  
13.  Date of next meetings:      Monday 30th July 
      Monday 24th September 
 


