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Shobdon Parish Council Meeting July 2018 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th September 2018 at 7.45pm in the village hall 

 

Attendance:  Mr W Stokes, Mr R Bowen, Mr J Miles, Mrs A Walker, Mrs A Boxhall, Mr C Jaques, 
Parish Clerk Ms E Lewis, Councillor Roger Phillips. 

2 Parishioners were present and Mr Paul Lund (Contracts Manager for Harper and 
Sons items 1-3 and 7.2 only)     

 
 
Public Time: No issues were raised.  

 

Item 7.2 was taken after item 3, but is recorded in numerical order in the minutes.  

1.     Apologies for absence: Apologies were received from Steve Macdonald 
2 Minutes of the meeting held on 30th July 2018 and the extraordinary meeting held on 16th 

August  2018: The minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.  
3.     Declarations of interest and written requests for dispensation: Chris Jaques made a disclosure 

of non-pecuniary interest in item 10.3 and signed the book accordingly. The Clerk made a 
disclosure of pecuniary interest in item 13 and it was agreed she would leave the room during 
discussion of this item. The clerk signed the book accordingly.  

4.     Report by Ward Councillor Roger Phillips: A very useful meeting of all the Clerk’s in the ward, 
together with representatives from the police, planning and BBLP, was held at the start of 
September. Herefordshire Council had a presentation on the new National Planning Policy 
Framework and Herefordshire now has a 4.55 year land supply. The issue of private hedges 
growing into roads, obscuring visibility and affecting road safety has been raised across 
Herefordshire and residents were reminded of the need to trim their hedges where they adjoin 
roads, otherwise the work will be done by BBLP and the resident charged for the work.  

5.     Report by West Mercia representative: No representative from the police was present, but a 
report had been given at the Neighbourhood Watch meeting on the 19th September. Speeding 
on the C1031 had been raised and the police are going to check signage on this road as you exit 
the village and investigate whether there are suitable locations to undertake speed checks. 

6.     Finance  
6.1  Financial statement: The financial statement was agreed. The current account has a balance of 

£46,839.47 and the high interest account has a balance of £74,374.93. 
6.2  Cheques : Cheques were signed as follows –Playgrounds inspection £113.20, Hedges Creative 

£558.00, SLCC annual membership £64.00, PKF Littlejohn (audit) £240.00, Hi Trees £90.00, 
£2760.00 & £666.00, Clerk office allowance £60.00. (A cheque for £1110.15 for Clerks wages 
and back pay was signed after discussion of item 13.)  

6.3  Audit update: The 2017/18 annual external audit by PFK Littlejohn has been concluded with no 
issues raised.  

6.4  Quote for new noticeboard: Three quotes for a new noticeboard to replace the one by the Bar 
Meadow playground had been circulated. After discussion, it was agreed to leave the existing 
noticeboard in situ so that members of the public can post notices on it. Quotes for a smaller 
lockable noticeboard for Parish Council notices, to sit alongside the existing one, will be 
obtained and discussed at the October meeting.  
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6.5  Quote for memorial walks plaques: A quote for £240.30 (including VAT) for 65 commemorative 
footpath plaques has been received from RBLI, together with artwork for the plaques. It was 
agreed to purchase the plaques.  

7.     Planning:  
7.1  183192 – Land at the Humbers: It was agreed that the Parish Council wished to support the 

application and had the following comments: This site is allocated in the NDP and the Parish 
Council is pleased to see the housing mix contained in the application. The Parish Council would 
ask that the application clarifies future ownership of the water attenuation area in the South 
east corner of the plot, so that future lines of management and maintenance responsibility are 
clear. The Parish Council queried the positioning of the footpath exiting the site in the south 
east corner joining onto the B4362, as in a previous planning application (162764), the traffic 
management adviser had raised concerns about pedestrian safety in this area. Vehicle access 
to the adjoining site, which has planning permission, will sit very close to the proposed footpath 
on the Humbers site. The proposed dropped kerb (in the applicants’ transport report), which 
will require pedestrians to cross the road in an area where there are concerns over traffic speed, 
does not seem like an adequate measure to ensure pedestrian safety whilst maintaining 
connectivity in the village. The Parish Council has plans for traffic calming measures in the 
village, including the upgrading of the pedestrian crossing to a signalised crossing, and would 
welcome a financial contribution from the development towards these vital plans.   

7.2  Land behind New Cottage update:  Paul Lund introduced himself to the meeting and updated 
the meeting on the progress of the building of the 10 properties behind New Cottages, which 
should be finished by the end of May 2019. The estate will be named Walpole Close, after 
Horace Walpole. Welsh Water have finished their work on the water connection for which 
Ledicot Lane was closed; the date when the gas connection will be undertaken has not been 
confirmed but this should only require a 1 day road closure. Paul will email the Clerk once the 
date of the road closure has been confirmed so that the information can be made available to 
local residents and businesses. It was confirmed that the soil behind Roseville Terrace will be 
removed before Christmas. The Parish Council requested that when the soil is moved a 
banksman is employed in the road to ensure traffic safety and Paul agreed to put this in place. 
The layout of the footpath link from the houses to the pavement on the B4362 was queried and 
this information will be forwarded to the Parish Council once it is ready. It was confirmed that 
each house will have an individual soakaway that is their responsibility, rather than one 
soakaway for the whole estate.  It was also confirmed that the footpath and the private road 
on the new estate will be maintained by a management company.  

7.3  Roads to be put forward for 2019 resurfacing plan: The Parish Council agreed that the U92415, 
the U92414 to the church, the B4362 from the cemetery to Ledicot Lane and from the bus stop 
to the Birches be put forward as priorities for the 2019 resurfacing programme. 

7.4  Update on any other planning issues: Recent advice from neighbourhood planning indicates 
that NDPs are now afforded full weight in planning decisions for 2 years after adoption; after 
this they are given considerable weight (rather than full weight). The level of weight an NDP can 
be given currently depends on whether the county council has a 5 year land supply and whether 
the NDP allocates housing.  
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8. War Memorial next steps with repair including location and additional names:  A public 
meeting to discuss the war memorial was held on the 2nd September 2018 which was well 
attended, with different views being expressed on the future of the war memorial and its 
location. Feedback has also been received outside the meeting and it is clear that the majority 
of residents who either attended the meeting, or made contact with the Parish Council, are in 
favour of moving the war memorial to Hanbury Green.  

 Research into the history of the war memorial shows that the Parish Council agreed to erect the 
war memorial in 1922 with funding shared between the Parish Council and Lady Bateman. There 
is no rationale recorded for the choice of the corner of Ledicot Lane as the location, and research 
has revealed no particular reason for the location. Research has also revealed that there are 
additional names of soldiers who died in the first world war from Shobdon who are not recorded 
on the war memorial at present.  
The Parish council is aware of only one resident still living in the village who has family links to 
the names on the war memorial and the Chair of the Parish Council met with her to discuss next 
steps. She was clear that her opinion should not be more important than younger generations 
and acknowledged that the numbers attending the remembrance services in recent years have 
been growing and it would be good if more could safely attend. She was concerned that the 
current site may get forgotten and that something be done to ensure there is a permanent 
reminder on the original location should the war memorial be moved.  
The Parish Council unanimously agreed to move the war memorial to Hanbury Green and to 
record both additional names of any soldiers who died in the First World War from Shobdon, 
and soldiers from Shobdon who died in conflicts since then. It was also agreed to place a small 
memorial to mark the previous location of the war memorial. 
Anne Walker agreed to lead a small working group to research additional names for the war 
memorial. The Parish Council will need to apply for planning permission to locate the war 
memorial on Hanbury Green, and a site visit for councillors will be arranged prior to an 
application being drawn up. It was confirmed that the insurance payment for the war memorial 
had been received, and this will be put towards the repair and installation of the memorial in 
its new location.  

9. Information, Consultation and Response 
9.1  Pembridge NDP Regulation 16 consultation: It was agreed the Parish Council had no comment 

to make on the draft plan.    
9.2  Herefordshire council Children and Young People’s Plan:  The draft plan had been circulated 

and it was agreed that the Parish council was surprised to see that the pledge relating to being 
healthy made no reference to encouraging young people to access open spaces/playgrounds, 
and perhaps some commitment from Herefordshire Council to support initiatives to 
maintain/develop /extend these spaces could help achievement of this pledge. Many 
playgrounds are maintained by parish councils  and this would seem an ideal opportunity for 
Herefordshire Council to make a commitment to support work in this area.  

9.3  Herefordshire Council Pothole Repair and Public Realm Maintenance Consultation: It was 
agreed that the Parish Council wished to make the following comments in response to the 
consultation: the standard of pothole repairs is often poor with repairs needing to be redone 
within a year and this cannot represent value for money. When a pothole is repaired, potholes 
slightly further along the road are generally left until a later date when it would seem to be a 
more efficient use of resources to enable road crews to use their discretion to fill all potholes 
within a small area rather than have to return at a later date. The issuing of guidance on the 
2018/19 lengthsman and PROW scheme 6 months into the year is not particularly helpful. The 
locality steward provides a vital and very helpful link between the Parish Council and BBLP and 
this role should be maintained.  
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9.4  Annual Playground Inspection Reports: The reports were noted. Signs for the MUGA, as 
suggested in the report, are being ordered and the trip hazards identified at the MUGA will be 
addressed when the work at the Birches is completed.  

10.    Updates and action  
10.1  Playground: The Clerk has been answering queries from the Leader fund office and discussing 

when a decision on the funding application might be received. The initial aim had been to get 
the playground installed in October half term 2018, but timescales with ordering playground 
equipment, promoting and ordering the “buy a bricks”, and getting work on the fencing and 
paths complete after a decision of the leader fun had been received, has made this problematic. 
It was agreed that the most sensible way forward was to set the target for installation of the 
playground for Easter 2019 (13-28 April). This will allow the equipment installation to be the 
last stage of the work, and the others tasks to be completed prior to this. Once Sovereign have 
completed the installation, a playground opening can then be held.  The Clerk has confirmed 
that the Leader fund office are content with these revised timescales.  

10.2  Lengthsman and PROW: It was agreed to ask the lengthsman to check the ditches on the 
U92414 and cut back the oak tree in the playground.  The new gates for the PROW scheme have 
been ordered and Hi Trees will hopefully be installing these in the next few months.  

10.3  Footpath Bridge:  The contracts are still with the solicitors of the two landowners, but should 
be ready for signature soon.  Welsh Water have been out and traced the sewer so hopefully 
their report will be issued soon.  

10.4  Cycle Path: Wester Power and Hi Trees have finished their work at the land by the Birches, so a 
working party will be arranged one Sunday to install the dropped kerb and finish the clear up of 
the land. It was noted that Mark Evans will not be able to install the fencing until November. 
The solicitors are still working on the contracts for the land by the Grove; the Clerk has been 
working with Stonewater to clarify fence and boundary responsibilities and ensure these are 
reflected in the contracts for the sale of the land.  

10.5  Plan for Armistice memorial Walk: It was agreed to hold a memorial walk on Sunday 11th 
November following the remembrance service, which will be held at the church. The walk will 
start at 11.15ish and end up at the village hall, where it was agreed to serve soup and 
refreshments if sufficient people are interested. Richard Bowen will plan the walk and the Clerk 
will book the village hall. (Action RB and EL) 

11.  Items for the next agenda: No items were raised. 
12.  Date of next meeting:      Monday 29th October  
     Monday 12th November Finance Working Group 
     Monday 26th November Parish council Meeting  
A resolution was passed to exclude the public from the following item. The Clerk also left the room. 
13. Clerks Contract: The paper from the Clerk on additional hours worked since Easter 2018 was 

noted. It was agreed to increase the Clerk’s contract to 12 hours per week at the new national 
agreed pay scales, equivalent to £6,306.81 per annum or £525.57 per month. It was also agreed 
to pay back pay of £ 584.58 to cover the additional hours (on top of the 9 hours in the contract) 
worked since April 2018. 

 


