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Shobdon News
Shobdon Scarecrow festival
A huge thank you to everyone who took part in the
scarecrow festival—it was amazing and certainly put a
smile on all our faces! We can’t believe how many
scarecrows we had—and what an amazingly creative and
talented bunch of residents we have in Shobdon.
Congratulations to all our winners—and particular thanks
to Cllr Roger Phillips who had the difficult task of choosing
them. We’re hoping to run the competition again next
year—so plenty of time to get planning…..
Emma Lewis and Adrienne Boxhall
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JUNE UPDATE— ARROW WARD

I had the pleasure of judging the Shobdon Scarecrow competition last
month and awarded Ray Evans a special award for his speed policeman
which had a significant impact on traffic coming into into Shobdon. We did
discuss about hiring it out to other parishes!
As the legislation no longer supports public meetings being held by zoom
we have seen a return to physical meetings. Last month I attended all my
Parish Council Annual meetings giving a summary of my work over the
past 12 months and taking the opportunity to place on record my thanks to

those who have, and continue to give support and assistance in the local
communities.
Herefordshire Council Annual meeting had to be held at the Three Counties Hotel as the Shirehall
continues to be closed for ceiling repairs. Screens separated all the councillors and the whole thing
resembled some high class call-in centre. It was good to meet up and see some colleagues who I hadn’t
seen for over 14 months. One councillor dressed as a large hedgehog to protest as being prickly about
having to attend a live meeting rather than zoom, I didn’t agree I believe we should now meet up
physically partly to send the right signals to those who are nervous of returning back to normal patterns
of behaviour.

This week the Secretary of State for Housing and Local Government Robert Jenrick will come to open the
Shell Store building on Rotherwas on the Enterprise zone Skylon Park. The building was once of the
largest in England during the first and second world wars was used to build ammunitions and store
military shells but fell into ruin in recent years. I was involved in the initial project to create the business
incubation and innovation hub and helped to gain national funding from Government. However the
final project has now cost 7.3 million and aims to create 123 jobs by 2023 and potentially 450 by 2031.
Can I remind anyone considering a planning application to build or extend to view the latest information
regarding phosphate complications at https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/2039/
development-in-the-river-lugg-catchment.

As we keep our fingers crossed for the next stage of easement out of lockdown on the 21st June we await
Herefordshire Councils economic recovery plan. For reasons not explained it has been delayed and I will
be looking very closely at the support it can give our local economy and support improving employment
prospects. I enclose some local basic economic facts in this update which give the background and some
understanding of the issues. I also cover seasonal working on our farms, highways and another walk
with spectacular views of Herefordshire.
As ever if you think I can be of help please do not hesitate to contact me. Stay safe and keep well
everybody
Be Nice Nosey Neighbours!

Cllr Roger Phillips, rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk
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Shobdon Parish Council Update
As the rest of the Parish emerges into the bright lights of a world beyond Covid Lockdown, so to does the
Parish Council. After a year of Parish Council by Zoom (which worked really well – unlike some examples
elsewhere in the country which went viral) it has been great to finally start having some face to face
meetings. All Councillors have remained in place throughout the pandemic and have kindly voted myself
back into the role of Chairman for another 12 months.
As well as our day to day activities, being able to meet face to face will allow us to get back to the various
projects we have planned. This includes completing the footpaths through the Grove Field and Bar
Meadow, the memorial trees at The Grove amongst others. With the closure of the pub, plans for the
footbridge have been put on hold until communication can be held with the future owners.

However – the biggest news for the Parish Council since the last update is that we have now appointed a
new Parish Clerk, with Cheryl Woolley joining us from the 1st June. Cheryl attended Shobdon Primary
School as a child and so has previous knowledge of the Parish. Hopefully you can make her welcome as
she settles into the role. At this point the Parish Council would like to send its sincere thanks to our
previous Clerk Emma Lewis. Emma did fantastic in the role and will be a hard act to follow, but I am sure
we have the right replacement in Cheryl.
As ever the Parish Council can be contacted via shobdonparishclerk@gmail.com, and we would be
delighted to see you at out meetings which are traditionally the last Monday of each month. The next
meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 28th June at 7.45pm

Bill Stokes, Chair of Shobdon Parish Council

Shobdon Football Club season overview 20/21
As we are all to aware, the world has been constrained with Covid-19, but this has also had
a large bearing upon the football club. We started, stopped, paused and the resumed
football this season, but we got there!!
For the men’s team, we finished at the top of our league once resuming, this ends us in a
positive position moving onto next season, when we will now be moving into the national
step system, where in, if we do well, there is natural promotion to the higher leagues and FA cup competitions,
so you never know in the next few years, there maybe some star faces turning out at the Drome!! Our youth
system continues to grow from strength to strength, all ages have had very good seasons, but the standout
achievement went to our u11’s who won the county cup, beating Orleton in the final!
Next season we will be running: U17 (we are looking for a manager and a few players for this development age
group , that is set to feed the men’s first team in the future), U13, U12, U9, U7, Mini Dons (reception/yr 1 age we are also looking for some more coaches at this age group!!).
It’s all very exciting and if you would like to get involved in the club in any capacity then please get in touch
with myself. We as a club are also looking to purchase a defibrillator for the club, so if any of the local

businesses would care to donate to the fund, please get in touch.
Rob Williams, farmeryid@yahoo.co.uk, 07725 080780
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Alister's LEJOG Cycling Distance Challenge!
I am Alister, I am 15 years old and live in Shobdon. I am a very keen cyclist, and have
been riding bicycles for almost 4 years. Over the last few years, cycling with my Dad
has helped boost my confidence, self-esteem, fitness, and I am now a much happier
person. I love the idea of helping children in less
privileged parts of the world to benefit from the same
experience. This is why I would like to raise money for the charity, Re-cycle.
They recycle bikes from the UK, and send them to rural communities in
Africa. These bikes are sold for a reasonable price to those who have to walk
hours a day, to go to school or collect water and other necessities!
I plan to raise money by cycling the equivalent distance of Land's End to
John O' Groats (around my local area) during the course of my school
summer holidays. However, I would very much like to complete it closer to 3-4 weeks, cycling around 40
miles a day, 6 days a week. Re-cycles website is very informative: www.re-cycle.org .
You can support Alister, and find out more by visiting https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
alisterscyclingchallenge . Good luck with the challenge Ali!

Herefordshire Walking festival June 2021
Nine days – over 50 walks and one beautiful county to explore...the Herefordshire
walking festival runs from the 19th-27th June On the 26th June, starting at 10am they've
got a walk in Shobdon entitled “Shobdon—Ancient and Modern”. All information can be
found at www.herefordshirewalkingfestival.co.uk.

Shobdon Church Online events
St John the Evangelist, Shobdon Church PCC hope to reach out
to all those with an interest in Shobdon and local history by

arranging a series of interesting and entertaining online events
that include Organ recitals, nature walks, history lectures, local
author talks and virtual tours. The next of these will take place
on Friday 9th July at 7pm and is entitled— “I feel sorry for the
vicar the role of the clergy in the Herefordshire suffrage
campaign”. You can book tickets by visiting
www.ticketsource.co.uk/shobdon-church-pcc.
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